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Time Log 

0:21 CG: Good Afternoon! 

 RD: Good Afternoon Chad. 

 CG: I’d like to start with just a few things right before you came to Culver.  

You spent some time in the Peace Corps. 

0:34 RD: Yes.  I was a Peace Corps volunteer in the Republic of Panama from 1964, 

roughly to December of 1965, when I was invalided home because I had some 

health problems.  I returned to Valparaiso University to complete my teacher 

training so that I could start teaching, and while I was doing that, I did my student 

teaching at my old high school.   

  The deputy principal of the high school had taught in private schools.  I 

had read A Separate Peace, and thought that it would be fun to teach in a private 
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school, and he said, “Culver’s got the wealth and the money to survive. You 

ought to apply there.” So I did. 

 CG: So, it was a financial decision [chuckles] 

1:35 RD: Well, no, it was a decision that I wanted to teach at a private school, and I 

was all set to go back east and go from school to school looking for them, and lo 

and behold Culver finally answered my letter.   

  The reason that my letter was two months and not being answered was I 

sent it to the previous superintendent who had been dead 10 years, and it was sent 

to his wife, and finally from his wife to General [Delmar] S., from General S. to 

Dean [Earnest] B., and then B. called me up.  Came down, fell in love with the 

school, and took a job for the coming September of ’66. 

 CG: So, when you first arrived on the Culver Campus for your interview, what 

were your first impressions of the school, the people? 

2:38 RD: Oh!  Bowled Over! It was during vacation, so there weren’t cadets around.  

So I was lead from building to building and Dean B. was a very lovely man.  One 

of the great unsung heroes of Culver.  Someday I need to write an article about 

him because he really was a wonderful man. 

  He talked to me about the school, was very encouraging, sent me a letter 

that very day inviting me to come to Culver and teach.  But there weren’t any 

cadets or kids around, so it must have been during Spring Vacation. 
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 CG: When you did meet cadets for the first time, what was your impression of 

the student body? 

3:33 RD: Fell in love with them!  

  Absolutely head over heals in love with them.  I was not all that much 

older than they were.  This was in 1966, I was born in ’41, I was what, 25?  

Something like that.  I got involved with a bunch of rascals.  Loveable rascals, 

associated with the canoe team.  And the canoe team had been set up some years 

earlier by a man named Garrison [?], and he based it on the coureur des bois, the 

French Canadian canoeists and explorers.   

  But, in the meantime the athletic director heard about the former Olympic 

coach for the Hungarian canoe team, who had made his way out of Hungary, 

during various revolutions, and he and his wife were looking for a job.  He hired 

him.  And this man was an Olympic-class athlete.  He was also one of the few 

survivors of the battle of Stalingrad, having skied out of the siege of Stalingrad 

and survived and gone back to Hungary, and was coach of their team.  He took 

these boys and was on the road to making them Olympic athletes.  They would 

have walked through fire for him!  Unfortunately, that very September, he died of 

a massive heart attack.  At the North American canoe championships, which were 

held at Culver because of this man.  I’ve written an article about him for The 

Alumnus that I hope to get published eventually.  Kalman Blaho was his name.   
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  And the canoe team was really separated into the original, “canoeing is a 

lot of fun,” to these Olympic athletes who said, “yeah, canoeing is a lot of fun, but 

the harder it is, the better it is.”  Somehow I managed to bridge both groups. 

5:50  But it wasn’t just there.  In the classroom, the cadets just took me in and 

treated me wonderfully.  There’s a funny story that illustrates this. 

  I was invited, as all young faculty were, to my first faculty stag.  And in 

those days, it was stag.  There was one woman who was the librarian who 

worked.  The rest were all males – this was an all-male affair.  We had a grand 

dinner and drinks at the Culver Inn.  We then retired to the Lakeview Tavern, and 

I was sent home – someone, thank God, drove me back in to the Troop barracks, 

where I lived, and I approached my doorway on the second floor, and had some 

difficulty getting the key in the door.  And after several clicks, I heard this big 

voice behind me of Jim H., saying, “Sir, do you need some help?” 

  I said, “Gladly!” 

  And the kids opened the door for me.  Undressed me. Put me in bed…  

They also put an alarm clock on, which went off at 5:00, but that was all right.  

They looked after me, and I looked after them.  And it wasn’t the case of me 

being soft on them – I think I was pretty demanding.  But they were an incredibly 

welcoming bunch. 

  And so were the faculty.  The History department couldn’t have been 

more enjoyable and encouraging.  The head of the History department was a man 

named Matt M. 
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7:33  There was, however, a sharp division in the faculty and staff between 

those who were military, and those who were not.  During the war they had 

finally done away with non-military faculty having to wear uniforms.  But there 

was a tension between the two.  

  The commandant of cadets was also a colleague in the History department, 

Col. [Mel] E., who terrified me to death.  I would no more have dreamed of 

calling him “Mel” than I would have calling my mother “Mildred.”  Just wasn’t 

done.  But both the students and the faculty were for the most time, really 

welcoming.  And encouraging in my teaching. 

 CG: So, you lived in the barracks… 

8:24 RD: Yes, second floor, North and East, the lake side. I never did, in all my 

years of Culver figure which was North and which was East [Gard laughs].  I 

couldn’t if you put a gun to my head tell you.  But that was where I lived, yeah. 

 CG: Did many faculty at the time live in the barracks? 

8:46 RD: Most single faculty lived in the barracks.  Most married faculty did not. 

  In those days, the officer-in-charge spent the night sleeping in a bed in the 

commandant’s office.  The year after I left [for Wales], someone dropped a huge 

firecracker opposite the window, and it blew up, and nearly eviscerated the poor 

guy who was sleeping there.  Luckily, he was covered with blankets and sheets, 

so they stopped the practice of having the OC sleep on the campus. 

 CG: Do you know who that was, that got firecrakered? 
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 RD: No, Can’t remember. 

 CG: The faculty stags…  How common were they, what typically… 

9:45 RD: We would have at least one stag in the fall, and another one in the…  Did 

we have one in the spring?  We had a Christmas dinner dance that was open to 

everyone: women came.  People dressed in tuxes, women to the nines, and it was 

a very lovely affair, held in the old Culver Inn.  It was a grand business.   

  The man who was superintendent when I came was General S. Delmar T. 

S.  War hero.  He was the commandant, the senior leading American commander 

in the prison camp around which The Great Escape was filmed.  And he was still 

suffering from a wound he got when he parachuted from his airplane, and so he 

did not go with the crew when they escaped.  Otherwise, he would have slowed 

them down. 

  He got along well with the Luftwaffe commandant of the camps, but 

following that, the Luftwaffe was removed from being in charge of the camp.  

The gestapo took over and the SS, and of course, the prisoners whom they 

recaptured, they shot.  But S. went to Nuremberg to testify on behalf of the 

Luftwaffe commander, arguing, quite rightly, that this man has done his duty to 

the Geneva Convention, and was a decent sort of chap.  And did not deserve to be 

treated like the SS Goons. 

11:38  S. was like Eisenhower: everybody liked him.  His wife [Virginia S.] was 

a lady who liked to have a drink now and then.  At one point, the heir to the 

throne of Yugoslavia [Crown Prince (then of Yugoslavia, today's Serbia) 
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Alexander Karadjordjević] was brought to Culver, and did spend a year at Culver.  

And he showed up with a very wealthy Yugoslav businessman, and an entourage 

of Yugoslav entertainers.  And Mrs. S. entertained them all.  She saw this man 

wearing this gorgeous blue uniform, assumed he was with the Royal Yugoslav 

Air Force, and had him sit at her right hand, only to discover that he was a 

chauffeur. [both laugh]  But life went on. 

  We loved her dearly, because she was good to the cadets.   

 CG: So how was S. as an administrator? 

12:49 RD: Superb.  He was very lucky in having underlings whom he trusted and 

who were extremely competent.  The two most significant were Dean Earnest B., 

who was the academic dean, and the chaplain of the Academy [Allan B.], whose 

name escapes me for the moment, who acted as his executive officer, and as you 

probably know, from the military, the executive officer is the hatchet man for the 

commander.  The chaplain was a Cardinal Richelieu reincarnated. I liked him.  He 

got along well with me, and he liked me. 

  Dean B., I loved.  I adored.  And Dean B. was very encouraging.  

Encouraging me as a young teacher to try all sorts of things.  I got strong support 

from my history department colleagues to do the same thing as well.   

14:04  We had a former Marine Corps, Marine Air Corps colonel who was in 

charge of the dining hall, whose name I can’t remember at the moment,1 but he 

                                                           
1 Davies later recalled the name as COL L.  May be Lt. Col. George H. L., a retired marine who was assistant 
commandant.  More research needed to verify name/position 
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was a very hard-line, hard-assed marine, in charge of making sure that the dining 

hall was tickety-boo, as the British would say: everything operating as it should 

be. 

14:32  There were girls at Culver – Faculty daughters.  Your department chair 

[Cathy D.] was the only girl in the sea of blue. I had her in a sophomore history 

class, and her fellow students, cadets, worshiped the ground she walked on.  

Which was the case with most of the girls.  This had been only going on for a few 

years, and was the precursor to ultimately bringing girls to Culver, which Dean B. 

was very much in favor of.  So was S.  But he knew that it would take a while to 

bring it about. 

 CG: In general, how did the faculty and administration as a whole react to the 

faculty daughters? 

15:29 RD: Oh! Well, I think it depended on how old you were, and how conservative 

you were.  Some of the faculty never really liked the idea of having girls.  Dr. 

[Darrell] B. eventually changed, but initially found it very hard to deal with girls.  

In the history department, even Mel E. was fine with them, and a number of our 

faculty, including King M. had daughters whom they wanted to come to the 

Academy and get the benefit of an Academy education. 

  So, on the whole, I think girls were accepted.  Different story when the 

girls came [Culver Girls Academy, founded in 1971], and that occurred when I 

was actually away from Culver. I left Culver in ’68 and went to Europe, where I 

lived and worked and taught for the next six years, so when I came back, girls had 
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been there since ’71, but when I returned in ’72, there was still some resistance 

from both faculty and students. 

17:09  All that’s disappeared, thank God.  It was rather ugly at times.  And Mae 

Fan England, as head of the girls’ school, had to put up with an awful lot of 

rubbish.  For example, and this man later changed his mind and became a very 

firm advocate of girls at Culver, when the girls first showed up in the riding hall, a 

junior man said to the girls, “remember that you’re here as guests of the Black 

Horse Troop.” And, that remark was allowed to go unpassed and unchallenged.  

   I think Dean B. and the pro-girl group on the faculty and staff realized 

that it was a hard sell, and they just didn’t want to push it.  What should have 

happened at that point is that someone should have called Jeff H. in and said, 

“Jeff, you are an employee of the Culver Educational Foundation.  That hall and 

everything in this place belongs to the Educational Foundation, and you’ll do 

what the board of directors says they will do.”  Jeff later became a very firm 

advocate of girls, insisting that the Equestriennes be invited to the inaugural when 

the Black Horse Troop was invited, he and Lynn R. became very, very good 

professional colleagues, and I think that you’ll find that Lynn will corroborate my 

story.  Didn’t start out very happily, but like all of us, Jeff learned.  Some people 

didn’t, but he did. 

 CG: So, were you still counselor for Troop when that happened? 

19:14 RD: First of all, I was assistant counselor from ’66-68 to Carl S. , who was 

counselor for Troop A.  When I returned in ’72, I was made initially -  they didn’t 
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call them counselors because [Ben] B. didn’t like that, we were called Unit 

Advisors.  And I eventually became counselor of Troop A.  And then in ’74, I 

returned in ’74, and in ’76 B. was fired.  And at that point, I had in fact really 

turned in my resignation to Culver because of B.  But, John M., who became the 

superintendent, refused to let me leave, and re-hired me.  But not as counselor of 

Troop A, but as a teacher in the History department. 

20:32  And Al N., Dean B. died before B. got here, and Al N. was an academic 

dean, and there’s a whole story about me and Al, which may be one that I would 

ask you to keep quiet for a while.  Because Al and I, our relationship, was not 

very happy.  And I am not a fan, so I’ll leave it at that for the moment.  We can 

come back to this.  All great men have their faults, I do, and he certainly did. 

 CG: OK, we’ll cover that in a subsequent interview…  Let’s go back a little bit, 

we may run out of time in this interview to cover this completely, but I want to 

look at some of the national events and how they impacted life at Culver.   

  So, you came in ’66, so things were fairly turbulent coming up to your 

arrival in Culver: Kennedy’s assassination, Gulf of Tonkin, Malcolm X 

assassination right before you got here, a lot of the civil rights movement 

beginning.  What was the campus feeling around racism, civil rights, racial issues 

when you first arrived? 

22:20 RD: Oh, dear…  
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  Culver’s tradition, even though it was in the middle-west, our military side 

of it, owed a lot to the South.  And along with that came all the baggage that 

Southern whites carried with them.  Including their feeling towards Negroes.   

  There were some giants on the faculty, like Dean B., Art H., some other 

members of the English department, in fact, most members of the English 

department were very liberal, very progressive.  There were other faculty 

members who were not. 

23:21  The colonel I mentioned, probably just as well I can’t remember his 

name… His attitude is best explained by what happened the morning after Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was killed. The attitude in the barracks was, we actually had a 

black cadet in the troop, the first one [Alexander W. – two black cadets came in 

1965, though only W. graduated.  Six other black cadets joined in 1967].  The 

attitude of many of the southern boys was very bad.  Very beastly.  Very racist.   

  When I went to breakfast, we were served by an old black man, who was 

crying. And the Marine Corps colonel said, “the black commie son of a bitch 

deserved what he got.”  And I got up and thought to myself, “Richard, if I hit this 

man, he’ll kill me, because he’s a Marine.  But I can’t stand it anymore.”  So I 

left. 

  A friend and I, later in the day, lowered the flag to half-mast, before the 

president ordered it.  The flag was raised twice by southern cadets. It was one of 

the most devastating times I’ve ever had at Culver. 
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  I stopped going to breakfast at the dining hall.  And had breakfast with a 

colleague for the rest of the year. 

25:29  The country exploded.  Riots in major cities.  My parents lived in 

Washington, D.C.  Washington was alight with fires and riots.  Couldn’t reach my 

family.  My grandmother was alone in the apartment and she became terrified and 

walked into a wall and broke her glasses.  She was terrified because, when she 

went downstairs, she found a machine gun nest set up in the lobby because the 

deputy mayor of the city of Washington lived there.  

  I finally got my father and wept for five minutes over the phone.  And he 

assured me that we would get through this.  And we did, but it was the beginning 

of a ghastly year.  I left Culver to work for the [Hubert] Humphrey campaign.  

The day that I left to drive to Washington, Bobby Kennedy was killed.  The 

Democratic convention in Chicago, which I was at, I was also at the Republican 

Convention, was dreadful with riots and police losing their control and turning on 

the rioters.  I left the country on the Queen Mary in September of ’68 wondering 

what on Earth could happen to my country.  This is the lowest I’ve ever felt, until 

this buffoon [Donald Trump] took power.  But we survived that, and we’ll survive 

this guy. 

27:24  But Culver was a very ugly place.  Good people, like Art H. and others, 

and Dean B., organized official ceremonies of regret, and we did ourselves proud.  

But that undercurrent of hatred and venom was there.  It took many years for me 

to get over it.  But we have. 
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  Culver was also incredibly homophobic.  And that’s gone.   

28:07  This is why I don’t encourage people to talk about “the golden age of 

Culver.” There was no golden age.  If there’s a golden age, it lies in the future, it 

lies in now.  And very much, I think, for all my faults, a man who lives in the 

present…  The past should inspire, but some of the past needs to be there to 

remind us of just how far we’ve come. 

  Can you imagine someone putting in a yearbook, references to girls at 

Culver, calling them “our own C.O.W.S?”  Culver’s own women: cows?  Can you 

imagine that happening today?  Can you imagine that the faculty sponsor let that 

be put in a yearbook?  In 1969 or ’70?  We’ve come a long way. 

29:24  I lose my temper at times at Culver.  But like the nation, we’ve been 

dragged, kicking and screaming.  The Vietnam War nearly finished us.  And the 

decision to bring the girls to Culver - and we did it before Notre Dame! - saved 

the school, and made us a better school. 

  I was once offered, after I returned to Culver in ’72, a job at Columbus 

Academy for Boys.  And the main reason I turned it down was, well, two things.  

Number one, it was a country club at school.  And it was all boys.  And I looked 

at our multiracial Culver and the girls at Culver, and I thought, “No Way.  No 

way do I want to teach in that kind of a school!” 

30:35  And that kind of a school didn’t happen by accident.  It happened because 

people on the board, people in the faculty had vision.  And as tired as we 

sometimes get of those people, we have a lot to thank them for. 
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 CG: We’re just starting to getting to where I wanted to start, but we’re a half 

hour in, and I think that would be an outstanding place to end. 

 

End of Interview #1 

 

 


