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            The agricultural history of Culver and the Lake Maxinuckee watershed represents a rich 

and important piece of the local heritage, as well as the ongoing economic activity of the area.  

Recent national and worldwide trends in support of local food, the aging of the farming 

community and consolidation of output into very few crops (primarily corn, popcorn, soy, and 

potatoes today), the ecological impact of agriculture on the lake, land, and air, and concerns with 

genetic engineering are current issues of concern with area agriculture.  This document 

represents a starting point in bringing to fruition an exhibit in the Museum of Culver and Lake 

Maxinkuckee History centered on the agricultural history of the area.   

Purpose 

 The Culver Farmer will celebrate the diverse and innovative history of agriculture in the 

Culver area, while honoring the farmers and farm families that built much of the local economy.  

Farms define the landscape surrounding Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee, and the health of the 

ecosystem and economy today continues to depend on agriculture. This exhibit will also build on 

momentum established by the extremely popular Antiquarian and Historical Society event held 

on August 19, 2017 organized by Don Kline.1 

Description 

 This will be a temporary exhibit, expected to run from late February, 2018 through late 

July, 2018.  The exhibit will primarily consist of objects related to Culver agriculture, 

                                                 
1 An excellent overview of the workshop and is impact was published in the Culver Citizen: Kathy Lintner, 

“Profile of the Culver farmer: Brains, brawn, and bravery,” Culver Citizen, Aug 24, 2017. 
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photographs, and associated label text.  Descriptions of some of the relevant artifacts follow 

below. 

Location 

 The exhibit has been offered a substantial space in the museum – most of the inner room 

(known as “W.O.’s office,” as it was once the office of W.O. Osborn, president of the State 

Exchange Bank).  The South and West walls, approximately 18 feet and 14 feet respectively, and 

the bulk of the floor space (less a work desk for research, bookshelves of frequently-accessed 

archival books, and two file cabinets).  There are two display cases currently in use in the area, 

which may be re-used for this exhibit, if desired. 

Audience 

The audience for the Museum of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee History tends to be 

casual browsers.  It largely consists of adults wishing to research family members, businesses, or 

the history of buildings in the area, those who have left the area and are returning for a visit or in 

retirement, and bank patrons who are drawn by curiosity when walking toward the bank lobby.  

A growing minority of visitors are younger families and recent retirees who have purchased 

historic buildings in the area and seek information on their new buildings.  Other common 

visitors are parents and siblings of students of the Culver Academies and the Culver Summer 

Schools and Camps.  Some tourists also visit the museum, particularly during various festivals.  

During the expected display of this exhibit, these will include the Tour de Max (bicycle race and 

recreational ride throughout the area), Lake Max Challenge (stand up paddle boarding 

tournament), Taste of Culver, Canoe/Kayak Poker Run (fund raiser for the Lake Maxinkuckee 
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Environmental Council), Culver LakeFest (the largest festival in town in terms of visitors 

drawn), the Fireman’s Festival and Lions’ Club Corn Roast, and the Sunfish Sailing Regatta.  

This time frame will also include three Academies events that draw a large number of visitors, 

some of whom visit the museum: Spring Parents’ Weekend, Alumni Reunion Weekend, and 

Graduation weekend, as well as the Summer Schools and Camps’ Moonlight Serenade (where 

the band is placed on the deck of the Ledbetter – the largest square-rigged ship on an inland 

waterway in the United States – for a cruise around the lake shore)2. 

Timetable 

 The timetable for production of this exhibit is flexible.  However, while there is no hard 

deadline, mounting the exhibition for the late February through late July time frame takes best 

advantage of the existing momentum and interest behind Culver’s agricultural heritage, the 

spring planting season, and some of the largest tourist weekends of the year.  As there are several 

different interpretive directions and interesting stories to tell on the subject, it is recommended to 

open the exhibit as a complete, but “lean” exhibit of limited scope, then each month add an 

additional section.  This will help maintain public interest and encourage repeat visitation.  Given 

the research challenge, this may be a rather aggressive timetable, however the following 

schedule is suggested: 

 Week of Jan 29 – Permission to proceed (Jan 30 meeting), Select topics for initial exhibit, 

begin research 

                                                 
2 More on the R. H. Ledbetter, including its construction, the Moonlight Serenade, and its voyage down the 

Intercostal Waterway to celebrate the Summer Schools and Camps centennial is at Judith E. Burns, “CMA R. H. 

Lebetter - Launch,” History and Genealogy of Lake Maxinkuckee, May 25, 2005, 

http://www.maxinkuckee.history.pasttracker.com/index.htm (accessed January 17, 2018). 

http://www.maxinkuckee.history.pasttracker.com/index.htm
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 By Feb 8 – Complete research, select specific artifacts/etc. for exhibit opening 

 Feb 10 – Group work day – preliminary design 

 Feb 14 – Group work evening – prepare artifacts for exhibition (any preservation 

concerns?).  Identify needed object labels, graphic design work.  

 Feb 16 – Meet with graphic designer 

 Feb 17 – Group work day - final artifact preparation, write object labels. 

 Feb 21 – Budget approval for graphic design & production, write press release 

 Feb 24 – Group work day – final design changes, remove current exhibit 

 Feb 26 – Group work evening – install exhibit 

 Feb 27 – Promotion photos, interviews for promotional article in The Culver Citizen 

 Feb 28 – Exhibit testing and last minute corrections with AHS members 

 Mar 1 – Press release runs in area papers, article in Culver Citizen 

 Mar 3 – Exhibit opens to public. 

 Apr 2 – Group work evening – add another section to the exhibit 

 May 7 – Group work evening – add another section to the exhibit 

 June 4 – Group work evening – add another section to the exhibit 

Interpretive Themes 

 There are many themes surrounding agriculture in the Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee 

watershed worthy of exploration.  The following list represents those that appear most 

promising, in terms of celebrating what makes the community unique, available research 

sources, and artifacts available in the museum’s collections. 



Gard – The Culver Farmer  5 

 

-Where Jefferson Street Ends- 

 The bay north of Long Point, at the eastern terminus of Jefferson Street, has had a storied 

history for Culver.  It was the location of Medburn Coal and Ice, the largest ice house during the 

late 19th and early 20th century.  Later, as refrigeration took over, the ice houses were abandoned, 

and a large grain elevator, Culver City Grain and Coal, was located on the site, serving area 

farmers.  This burned in a spectacular fire in October, 1987, and now the site houses the Culver 

Cove condominium complex. 

 One of the most prominent and popular permanent exhibits at the museum discusses the 

history of the ice harvesting industry in Culver.  There is a large photo of the ice house that was 

once in this location.  This photo could be moved to the entrance to the second room where this 

new exhibit will be housed, transitioning to photos of the grain elevator, and dramatic photos in 

the museum’s collection of the fire.  This would provide an effective topical transition into the 

exhibit, and also provide a tangible geographic grounding, because the present-day Culver Cove 

on the same site is visible from the museum. 

- Apple Orchards –  

 Jeff Kinney3 has already researched and prepared an effective lecture on the history of 

fruit orchards in the Culver area.  The climate in the area, particularly on the east side of the lake, 

was renowned for growing apples.  The north side of the lake produced excellent peaches.4  

Many still remember Bigley’s Orchard on 18B road (the sign is still present).  Because of recent 

                                                 
3 Culver’s town historian, the Culver Academies historian, and director of the Culver Academies Museum. 

4 Jeff Kinney, “Culver's Orchards” (lecture, Culver Farmers' Market, Cuvler, IN, Sep 16, 2017). 
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restoration efforts of the Vonnegut family cottage, there has been much interest in the Vonnegut 

orchard as well.  This may largely need to be a 2-dimensional portion of the exhibit, though 

members of the Bigley family still reside in the former orchard and may be willing to donate or 

loan artifacts to the museum for this exhibit.5 

-Mint Farming- 

 The area surrounding Culver was once renowned for its Mint production – primarily 

peppermint.  Almost all of this mint was distilled into essential oil, destined for the production of 

chewing gum by Wrigley’s in Chicago, and candy by Lebermuth in nearby Bremen.  The 

Lebermuth stills are still in use for redistilling essential oils for the present-day Lebermuth 

company, which distributes essential oils for food and fragrance manufacturing.   

 As an additional tie-in to the museum location, the mint oil was extremely valuable – 

worth much more by weight than gold.  It was stored in a vault at the State Exchange Bank in 

Culver, which houses the museum.6 

-Culver’s Agriculture and War- 

 The mint farming history makes an interesting segue into Culver agriculture’s 

involvement in World War I and World War II.  In 1944, the entire production of Wrigley’s 

Spearmint, Doublemint, and Juicy Fruit gums were taken off of the civilian market and dedicated 

                                                 
5 Vonnie Bigley, conversation with the author, June, 2016.   
6 Chad Gard, State Exchange Bank Building, Culver, Indiana: the bank that Good Will built (NP: American 

Military University, July 30, 2017). 
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to supporting troops overseas.7  Much of the mint oil used by Wrigley was produced by Culver 

Farmers.   

 During the wars, particularly World War II, much of the farm work was managed by 

women, as men were serving overseas.  This included the production of the 1945 wheat harvest, 

which set records for quantity and received an award from Pilsbury for the highest quality wheat 

harvest in the country that year. 

-Farm Families and Women- 

 The role of women during the wars 

also provides an effective segue to the role of 

women in Culver’s farms in general, both in 

the main farm enterprises and in the home.  

Several artifacts in the museum’s collection 

support this aspect of Culver’s history, 

including locally produced canning supplies.  Joyce Wynn’s story of starting with egg money 

(literally) and building to a 17,000 chicken enterprise shows the entrepreneurial spirit of Culver’s 

farming women.  Additionally, the award-winning 1945 winter wheat harvest would have been 

planted (in 1944), tended, and harvested largely by women, children, and older men, as a large 

number of “men in their prime” were serving overseas.  Some feed sacks and a pair of feed sack 

bloomers speak to the ingenuity, grit, and thrift of area women during the Great Depression and 

the World War II. 

                                                 
7 “Heritage Timeline,” Wrigley Archives, http://www.wrigley.com/global/about-us/heritage-timeline.aspx 

(accessed January 13, 2018). 

Figure 1: Canning Jar Rings produced in the region. 

Photo by author. 

http://www.wrigley.com/global/about-us/heritage-timeline.aspx
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-Seed Production- 

 The feed sacks provide a logical transition 

from farm families to seed services and 

production.  Seed sacks in the collection are from 

Osborn Seed, which still operates in its original 

location just north of Culver in Burr Oak.  

Osborn Seed was established in the 1930’s, 

initially providing seed cleaning services to area 

farmers, but expanding to seed production, and 

housing an Oliver dealership.   

The feed sacks from Osborn’s come from 

several different manufacturers of sacks, but 

show roughly the same artwork: a rendering of a 

farm with Lake Maxinkuckee providing the horizon (might this be the Houghton farm?).  This 

venerable Culver institution also provides context for current issues, as they face struggles with 

competition and contracts from multinational seed producers (primarily Monsanto) and 

genetically engineered crops.   

The museum’s collection also includes an interesting seed measuring glass and chart for 

use in measuring and distributing garden seeds.  Provenance data needs to be determined for this 

Figure 2: Osborn Seed Sack.  photo by author 
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artifact.  Could it have been used 

by Osborn Seed? Or another 

Culver area seed producer?  

Additionally, an oral history 

should be collected with Dan 

Osborn, current owner of Osborn 

Seed.  This will likely shed much 

new light on the Culver 

agriculture story, and may also 

generate donations or loans of additional artifacts.. 

-Community Activities- 

Culver’s farmers have always been community leaders – both the local community, and 

the larger agricultural community.  Early settlers in the area were predominantly farmsteaders.    

The “Patrons of Husbandry” movement opened granges for training, socializing, and sharing of 

skills and equipment between farmers, farm families, and other community members.  Farmers’ 

Institutes were similar to Culver’s much-vaunted chatauquas, but geared towards farmers.  These 

drew farmers from a large area to Culver for what is now known as professional development.   

Few artifacts have been located in the collections to date to support this interpretive 

stream, though much is documented in secondary sources of Marshall County history, 

particularly the work of Daniel McDonald.  With hope, additional resources will come to light as 

the exhibit is built.   

Figure 3: Seed Measuring Glass & Chart.  Photo by author. 
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Bibliographic Info 

In addition to the sources mentioned in footnotes above, there are several historical 

sources of import to building this exhibit in the museum’s library.  Some of the most helpful 

include: 

McDonald, Daniel. History of Marshall County, Indiana 1836 to 1880, to which is appended 

Maps of its Several Townships,. Plymouth, IN: 1881. Reproduction by Unigraphic, Inc, 

Plymouth, IN 1976. 

McDonald, Daniel. A Twentieth Century History of Marshall County, Indiana, Vol I. Chicago: 

The Lewis Publishing Company, 1908. 

 Both of McDonald’s works are encyclopedic histories of the county, and include many 

useful maps, numerous photos, and histories of many of the towns, settlements, and businesses in 

the county.  

Evermann, Barton Warren, and Howard Walton Clark. Lake Maxinkuckee, A Physical and 

Biological Survey. Indianapolis: Department of Conservation, State of Indiana, 1920. 

 

 Broad overview of the topography and geology of the Maxinkuckee Watershed, including 

discussion of farms, their activities, and possible impacts on the lake.  

Swindell, Minnie H. The Story of Marshall County. NP: 1923 

Particularly useful for a description of the first white settlers in the area, as well as 

descriptions of topography, soil, agricultural products, and industries in the early European 

settling through World War I. 

Kline, William Wayne. “Autobiography of William Wayne Kline.” Kline Collection, 

Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver. 

Cornell, Bertha Kline. “As I remember Grandmother (Elizabeth Wingert Kline, born 11/19/1822 

died 1/20/1903).” Kline Collection, Antiquarian and Historical Society of Culver. 
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 The Kline family has had a profound impact on Culver and the surrounding areas.  These 

two unpublished reflections provide a personal recollection of the family’s daily life, as well as 

their industriousness.  The latter includes a description of needing to build roads in order to take 

grain to the mill.  The former includes a description of being raised on a farm in the area in the 

early twentieth century. 

Marshall County Historical Society. History of Marshall County Indiana Sesquicentennial 1836-

1986. Plymouth, IN: Marshall County Historical Society, 1986. 

 Though this covers much of the same information as the McDonald texts, it also provides 

a great deal of overview information on the history of the area during most of the twentieth 

century. 

 

 

 


